BOOK OVERVIEW

Micah

Author: The prophet Micah (means “who
is like unto Jehovah”)

Date: 749-697 B.C. (he was contemporary
with Hosea and Isaiah)

Recipients: He addresses both the
Southern and the Northern Kingdoms.
Key words: hear (9 times), gather/
assemble (9 times), desolation (4 times)
Summary: Micah proclaims God’s
judgement on all of Israel and its restoration
through God'’s grace.

Key verses: Micah 6:8

Notes:

Micah’s home, Moresheth, was located
just a few miles west of Gath. Today, its exact
location is uncertain.

It is from Micah 5:2 that Herod’s advisers
determined that the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem, King David’s birthplace (John 7:42).
Much of the story of Ruth also took place there.

Beating “swords into plowshares” (4:3)
speaks of a time of peace, quite the opposite
of Joel 3:10 where plowshares were beaten
into swords. In those days plows did not
have plowshares as we know them but
simply had a metal tip.

Micah may have walked the streets of
Jerusalem barefoot as a sign of mourning,
much like wearing sackcloth and ashes. (1:8)
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