
BOOK OVERVIEW
!
II Thessalonians 

Author: the Apostle Paul!
Date: A.D. 52!
Recipients: “the church of the 
Thessalonians” (II Thessalonians 1:1)!
Summary: the day of the Lord!!
Key verses: II Thessalonians 1:7b–10!
Notes:!

This letter was probably written in 
response to the report that Paul received 
from the Thessalonians after they 
received his first letter.!

Apparently, Paul’s first letter did not clear 
up the matter of Christ’s return; so he gives 
further instruction concerning the subject.!

Paul encourages the Believers by 
assuring them that God will render justice 
upon those who are persecuting them.!

Apparently Paul dictated some of his 
letters; but, as is noted in II Thessalonians 
3:17, sometimes he concluded the letter 
with a note in his own handwriting.!

Until the New Testament was completed, 
the teachings of Christianity were passed on 
by word of mouth, the “traditions” mentioned 
in II Thessalonians 2:15.!

Paul uses his own example of working 
rather than being idle and living off of the 
work of others. (II Thessalonians 3:6-10, 
see also Acts 18:2-3)
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