
A Little Bit About tongues

Okay, for those of you who are worried about tongues, let's just talk for a minute....

Many Christian groups have been taught that praying in tongues is....well....weird. 
It's something those folks down the street do in their church...and well it's "in 
error". 

Let's think about it this way...
You believe in the Holy Spirit--right? You believe in a triune God, 3 persons, one 
God. God the Father, God the Son (Jesus) and God the Holy spirit.

Now let me ask you a question: 
Have you ever prayed to God, and 
got an answer? I'm sure you have! 

Have you ever asked God a 
question, or brought a need to 
Him...have you ever sought after 
His advice about something? "Oh 
Lord, please let me know if I should 
take this job?....Oh Lord please tell 
me if I should take this trip, or move 
to this place, or buy this house...?

And God gave you an answer--
right?



I'm sure this has happened to every believer at some time or another. 

How did God let you know the answer? How did you hear the answer?

God "spoke" the answer to you somehow--right? Was it a "still small voice" deep 
inside you? Was it just a right feeling inside you? Did you receive His word, His 
wisdom in your mind...I don't think so...you received Gods' message spiritually, 
(unless He wrote the answer on a piece of paper or you heard an audible voice).

So now let's put this together.....You received wisdom or knowledge from 
God, through prayer. Okay....my last question: Which member of the Trinity 
gave you the answer?

Well you probably couldn't tell...God usually doesn't leave a calling card or 
make an announcement, or leave a message on His smartphone... "Hi you 
have reached Father God's house, I'm not here right now, please leave a 
message and I will get back to you soon."



So which member of the Trinity was it? 

Okay, well we know that God the Father and God the Son are in Heaven 
currently. Now of course we also know that God can go anywhere He wants 
and in fact He is everywhere at once....but we also know that at this current 
time, God the Holy Spirit is the presence of God in the earth...and that's 
where we are right now..in the earth.

So I think we could say that you received a message, a word, that gave you 
Gods instructions, His answers, His knowledge, His wisdom...from God the 
Holy Spirit...
.
7* But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to proft 
withal.
8* For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another 
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9* To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing 
by the same Spirit;
10* To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to 
another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of tongues:
11* But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he will.
12* ¶ For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ. (1Corinthians 12: 7-12)



Well there is your experience right there in the Bible! 

As we can see the Bible clearly says these manifestations of the Spirit are 
for everyone...every member of the Body of Christ can receive words of 
wisdom or knowledge from God. And I am pretty sure that if you have 
been a Christian for any amount of time you already have had this happen!

It's a great idea to study this part of 
scripture, 1 Corinthians chapters 12-
14. It is talking about basic ideas for 
meeting, in fact we could include 
back to chapter 11 where Paul says 
these are the "ordinances" for 
meeting. They really are basic and 
simple ideas for a practice that 
centers on Gospel witnessing (bear 
this in mind when you read it).

So you have functioned in the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.....and oh yes,if you 
read all of that passage you will see 
that tongues (and interpretation!) 
are included in that list. (Just 
something else but this list actually is 
in order of importance, and words of 
wisdom and knowledge are at the top 
of the list--tongues at the bottom in 
importance)
Oh I know what you're saying..."I'm 
never ever going to say anything in 
that gibberish tongues stuff!!" Okay 
you don't have to if you don't want 
to....but you might be cutting God 
off from communicating with you---
possibly--right?



"But I've heard about those weird churches where everybody shouts in 
that gibberish tongues stuff and it's just strange and not of God!"

You know what, I agree with you--somewhat. That is actually NOT how the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit are supposed to be used. 

In the Bible the manifestations of the Holy Spirit are 
always closely associated with the witnessing of the 
Gospel.

Take a look at this example..... 

13:1* ¶ Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets andteachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul.
2* As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
3* And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away.
4* ¶ So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.



Here is a little example of a Christian meeting. I believe it was very typical in 
fact. Many people elevate this to some great stature since Paul is involved--
but I think this lines up perfectly with what the Bible says in 1Corinthians 
chapters 12-14 and elsewhere. Notice: a small group, praying (prophesying) 
and teaching...but what are they trying to do? I think the answer is they are 
actively seeking God's kingdom and His righteousness (acts of ministry)--and 
trying to fnd out how He wants them to accomplish the Gospel. And that is 
the exact result of their meeting. Notice: the manifestation and empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit leads to the witnessing of the Gospel. 

People serving God seeking His will His plan, and the instructions invariably 
come from God the Holy Spirit. How exactly? The Bible does not specify but 
this word could have come by tongues and interpretation. That's really not 
the most important part. The important part is seeking the kingdom, allowing 
everyone to minster--to speak and pray and letting God be in charge 
fully...and seek His plan for sending people to do the Gospel. And that is 
exactly what happens. Paul and Barnabas are "sent" (the Greek word 
apostello) and if we kept on reading we would see how they went from this 
meeting and spent lots of times witnessing.

Hint: Maybe we should spend a whole lot more 
time spreading the Gospel than meeting in a ritual!



You see the folks in the new testament were meeting in a completely 
different way than most of us do today. They were meeting mostly in small 
groups (they saw Jesus work in a small group--you know the 12 
apostles!)...and they were just imitating what He had done. They were 
focused mostly on spreading the Gospel...they were meeting very 
frequently and praying all the time to God on how and where and when and 
who ought to witness the Gospel. And yes sometimes God spoke to them in 
tongues--but as you can see tongues are of no use unless they are 
interpreted--unless they can be understood......



2* For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto 
God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.
3* But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edifcation, and exhortation, and 
comfort.
4* He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifeth himself; but he that 
prophesieth edifeth the church.
5* I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for 
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he 
interpret, that the church may receive edifying.
6* ¶ Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I proft 
you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by 
prophesying, or by doctrine?
7* And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they 
give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped?
8* For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the 
battle?
9* So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, 
how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.
10* There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them 
is without signifcation.
11* Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that 
speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.
12* Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may 
excel to the edifying of the church.
13* Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may 
interpret.
14* For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is 
unfruitful.
15* ¶ What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding 
also.
16* Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the 
room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth 
not what thou sayest?
17* For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edifed. 18* I thank my 
God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 19* Yet in the church I had rather 
speak fve words with my understanding, that by
my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue. (1corinthians 14: 2-19)



Here's Paul talking and saying that we ought to seek to prophecy--that is 
to speak so that other people can understand what the message is from 
God...if we pray in tongues it's really of no use unless that message can be 
interpreted....The truth is that of the gifts of he Holy Spirit, tongues is 
among the least, words of wisdom and knowledge are much more useful 
(remember we are seeking the way that God wants the Gospel done--we 
need to understand what he wants us to do!)...So you have already 
functioned in the higher gifts of the Holy Spirit (oh you charismatic you!).

Now we need to understand just a little bit of Christian history. 

You see what I see as wrong in most church practices was installed in 
among believer way back in the 4th century. The Romans decided that 
Christians should no longer focus on the Gospel.



They eliminated the idea of using the communications of the Holy Spirit 
since they were always associated with the Gospel witnessing that the 
Romans were trying to stop.

The Romans invented the idea of a large group meeting, in which almost 
every word and move is preordained--they turned a God-lead meeting into 
a ritual. So of course the gifts of the HOly spirit really don't ft into this 
way of meeting and yes you re right, the churn down the block, where all 
those people stand up and shout gibberish-- well they're really not 
functioning in the gifts properly.



 In fact maybe you--if you ever prayed and asked God about how you 
could witness the Gospel and got an answer-- have used the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in a correct Biblical way!

Didn't know you were so right, did you?!

So IF you ever get into a little meeting somewhere, and someone prays in 
tongues-- maybe just maybe you won't freak out so bad--and maybe, just 
maybe if you listen hard enough you will get the interpretation of those 
tongues and maybe God is trying to give you an important message--
about how you can spread the Gospel!
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