
             Apostles vs. Pastors
the score-- Apostles 211 -- Pastors 1

Okay lets just use math, simple 
mathematics. In the new 
testament, the word apostle is 
use 211 times. What does it 
mean? I would think that we 
would spend a lot of time 
studying and understanding 
something that is used so much 
in the new testament!
I think that if you looked simply 
at the examples of apostolic 
ministry it is just what it 
means-- people--small groups of 
people, who carry the message 
of the Gospel. The word apostle 
which is often translated as the 
word "sent" is basically a 
messenger. It's quite clear that 
Jesus operated in apostleship 
and so did the church in the 
new testament.



I think apostleship is the way God gets people saved--even today. What do I 
mean? Think about something--think about how you got saved. In fact I 
KNOW how you got saved! Sure I do! Somebody told you about Jesus!!

So think about it, yes there was one particular day when you accepted 
Jesus as your Savior. But think back in the weeks and months and 
years before that day. Somebody told you about Him! 

God sent Christians to you--believers crossed your path in one way or 
another. They may have been friends or people you only met once. 
You may not have even met them personally but they did something 
that brought you the message of the Gospel. They may have 
demonstrated the love of God to you. They may have let you know 
you were a sinner. They may have been a Christian around you, 
showing you somehow, that they had something you didn't have. The 
Gospel may have been written on a billboard or handed to you in a 
Christian tract. 

Somebody told you about Jesus!



5* ¶ Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?
6* I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
7* So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
8* Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every 
man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
9* For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, 
ye are God’s building. (1 Cor 3)

1Pe 1:23* Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.



The Bible compares the process 
of salvation to sowing seed. And 
of course we know Paul (and 
apollos and many others) was an 
apostle.. I believe very strongly 
that God works today through 
apostleship--it is exactly how any 
of us today receive the 
knowledge that we need to know 
in order to believe in Jesus and 
be saved!

Certainly this is very important--
yet I think that most Christians 
are very disconnected from this 
concept. It's clear in the new 
testament, Jesus and the church 
were very much practicing this 
ministry.

But we have been given another ministry that is prevalent--pastor. Think 
about it, we have lots and lots and lots of people who call themselves 
pastors (youth pastor, senior pastor, assistantpastor--etc etc) Most 
Christian teaching comes from pastors. Most of our resources are 
controlled by pastors. 

Wow! it must be a very Biblically important and well documented! Did you 
know the word pastor is only translated one time in the KJV new 
testament? Once! Apostle is in there 211 times! 

We sure seem to have an awful lot resting on this one word!



What if I said you were going to move to a foreign country. And this 
country has a ruler. You might want to ask "what does the constitution of 
that country say about this ruler?" And what if I said to you--not much, 
the constitution only uses the name for the ruler one time!

Would you feel confdent moving to that country? What are the limitations 
of this rulers authority? How long can this person be the ruler? Are there 
any checks and balances from other governing offcials? It sounds a lot like 
this is undefned rule! Well if a pastor has authority in your church you 
cant use the Bible to defne that rule! It seems to me that in Christianity 
today we have an awful lot riding on a word that is very poorly defned in 
the Bible, if the Bible is our constitution.





Dictators come to power by destroying the opposition. If you look hard 
enough at the offcial doctrines in your church you might fnd that apostles 
are eliminated (this type of practice originated in the dark ages and most 
Christians are unaware of the history of pastoral authority). There are a 
number of ways this is done. Usually it has to do with what I would term 
hyper-qualifying the term. What do I mean?

The story usually goes something like this: If you want to be an apostle 
you will have to show the signs of an apostle...which means you will have 
to do everything the apostles did in the Bible. The fact that apostles are 
mentioned often is used to Biblically disprove them! Isn't that backward, 
Dark Ages thinking!?

By looking at things this way, you would have to do mighty miracles, and 
visually seen Jesus and walked on water--yipes! Who said these are rules 
for serving God? And isn't it terrible to use the Bible to frighten people 
from serving God?



Sometimes a scary story is told about a supposed group of Christians who 
called themselves apostles--and the story goes that they got way off into 
error (without correct pastoral ministry as their guide)



Sometimes apostles are 
gotten rid of by saying they 
were "church starters" So--
(the logic goes) once the 
church is "established" 
(under pastoral rule) there is 
no longer any need for them. 
So the only p lace one could 
be an apostle would be on 
the planet Mars since the 
church has already been 
established on the planet 
earth!

Wow! To me it seems we are 
then literally throwing out so 
much of what the new 
testament describes in Jesus 
ministry and the example of the 
church which followed after Him.



These ideas have been around a long time. They actually go back in 
history to the Roman empire. According to Roman logic, since the 
emperor Theodoscious had declared everyone in Rome a Christian, there 
was no longer any need for apostles. A new form of ministry was 
inserted into Christianity, and this was the Roman concept of a guiding 
shepherd. They didn't really care what the Bible said (in fact they locked 
it up in a monastary and didn't let anyone read it outside their 
supervision for 1,000 years!)



Just to be clear. This whole subject in my opinion is a moot point. 
Pastors and apostles shouldn't be in some kind of “competition”! The 
Bible truth is that apostles and pastors like all "ministry" are gifts of 
service--not rulership at all. These gifts are supposed to be given by 
God, to believers (any and all believers) as He ordains, in order to 
serve His purposes (which is to help people--to heal people--to love 
people--to lead people to Him and be saved).

So think back to my experienced based defnition of apostle. Those 
people God sent to you, to sow the Gospel into your life. 

How important were those people to you? 

They served you--they listened to God and got His message across to 
you. They said the words you needed to hear, the words God wanted 
you to hear, so you would believe.

How important is that?!

Now do you think that Christians ought to be connected to that? Do you 
think that Christians ought to strive toward apostleship?


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

