Buzzwords--Authority
There are certain very small words and phrases, taken out of Biblical context,
which have been used for ages to reenforce the concept of human authority
within the Christian church. A concept of human authority which is implanted
into Christian's minds through the strict practice of the church service, and
which presents a human authority so powerful that it is always deserving of
"amen"!

Hebrews 13:17 (part a) is one of the most often used....
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves:....."
3 very powerful words are used here...."obey....rule...submit". These words by
themselves are very often used to verify pastoral/ministerial authority within
the church practice.
Just think of it this way....Go to church on Sunday. Sit there and watch what is
taking place. A stage, a loudspeaker, all under the control of one person. A
pulpit, again under the control of one person, and when that person speaks,
the only possible reply is "amen".

Then look at these words...obey...yes that sure looks like what all those people
are doing.......rule.....yes that certainly looks like a rulership, an authority, when
everything that someone says always 100% of the time receives an
'amen...........submit......yes it defi nitely looks as if all those people are submitting
to that authority.....they just sit there and are silent and cannot speak or ask
questions, and in fact can only say yes, amen to this authority.
It sure seems to be that the Bible is verifying this authority with these words and
this phrase..
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves:....."

So it must absolutely be true that God wants us to exercise authority one over
another among ourselves. It must very certainly be a fact that God wants one
Christian to exercise authority over others, it is benefi cial for this to be so.
Human authority one over another seems to be exactly what God wants for us to
have, one over another....
25* And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them;
and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors.
26* But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the
younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. (Luke 22:25-26)

Oops--Jesus said something very different didn't He! Jesus said that we
should NOT exercise authority one over another among ourselves.
He said this same concept about 5 times in the Gospels! (and demonstrated it
by many of His actions—like washing the feet of His disciples)
So how does this fi t, with Hebrews 13:17a??
How does this fi t ...obey....rule....submit...??
Let's do something that nobody does, lets' study the Greek text for Hebrews
13:17a (and lets also read the rest of that verse!)...
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch
for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofi table for you."
First lets look at the Greek word translated as "obey"...
3982 peiyw peitho pi'-tho
a primary verb; TDNT - 6:1,818; v
KJV - persuade 22, trust 8, obey 7, have confi dence 6, believe 3, be confi dent 2,
misc 7; 55
1) persuade 1a) to persuade, i.e. to induce one by words to believe 1b) to make
friends of, to win one's favour, gain one's good will, or to seek to win
one, strive to please one 1c) to tranquillise 1d) to persuade unto i.e. move or
induce one to persuasion to do something
2) be persuaded 2a) to be persuaded, to suffer one's self to be persuaded; to be
induced to
believe: to have faith: in a thing 2a1) to believe
2a2) to be persuaded of a thing concerning a person 2b) to listen to, obey, yield
to, comply with
3) to trust, have confi dence, be confi dent

The word translated as obey is a Greek word that means to believe someone, or
trust or listen to someone. It really done not have any connotation of obedience to
an authority.
It certainly is a much more friendly word in the Greek than "obey"!

Now let's look at this phrase in the Greek.
"them that have the rule over you"......
2233 hgeomai hegeomai hayg-eh'-om-ahee middle voice of a (presumed)
strengthened form of 71;TDNT - 2:907,303; v KJV - count 10, think 4, esteem
3, have rule over 3, be governor 2, misc 6; 28
1) to lead 1a) to go before 1b) to be a leader
1b1) to rule, command 1b
2) to have authority over 1b3) a prince, of regal power, governor, viceroy, chief,
leading as respects
infl uence, controlling in counsel, overseers or leaders of the churches 1b4)
used of any kind of leader, chief, commander 1b5) the leader in speech, chief,
spokesman
2) to consider, deem, account, think

So this phrase means to lead others. It could mean as someone who has authority
over others...however...I believe that we can fi nd an even greater source for a
defi nition of this word. In fact we just read Jesus' defi nition of this word!
In Luke 22:26 Jesus uses the word "chief", and it is the exact same word that is
translated as "them that have the rule over you" in Hebrews 13;17a...
"...and he that is chief, as he that doth serve"
So according to Jesus, a leader is someone who serves, NOT someone who has
authority over others!

Let's just take a time out here...
Why is the Bible saying this? Why is Jesus saying this about human authority?
It is simply because in the new covenant God is meant to have ALL AUTHORITY!
Jesus is the Head of the Church, He is the only Potentate, the only One who is
meant to have authority concerning the church. We are not supposed to have
human authority one over another, only God's authority in everything. God is
supposed to lead everything among all believers at all times. There simply is no
room for human authority one over another.

There have been a number of times when I have come among a group of Christians,
and said “do you know that Jesus said that we should not exercise authority one over
another among ourselves?” I have often received some very confused looks from
folks!
I always hope that a Christian should think of the right answer quickly! Of course we
should not exercise authority one over another...so that God will have all authority! It's
really a very simple basic concept, and if you think about it this way it all makes very
good sense. Jesus is alive! He is fully able to be the one and only Authority among
believers!

Now let look at the word "submit"...
.
5293 upotassw hupotasso hoop-ot-as'-so from 5259 and 5021; TDNT - 8:39,1156;
vKJV - put under 6, be subject unto 6, be subject to 5, submit (one's) self unto 5,
submit (one's) self to 3, be in subjection unto 2, put in subjection under 1, misc 12;
40
1) to arrange under, to subordinate 2) to subject, put in subjection 3) to subject
one's self, obey 4) to submit to one's control
5) to yield to one's admonition or advice 6) to obey, be subject
++++ A Greek military term meaning "to arrange [troop divisions] in a military
fashion under the command of a leader". In non-military use, it was "a voluntary
attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden".

Again this Greek word could mean a military like authority that must be followed
exactly--submitted to--however look at the second defi nition of the word....
"a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and
carrying a burden".
So I would "submit" to you the idea that given all the Jesus taught us about
loving one other, and considering others above our own self, and His concept
and practice of brotherhood, cooperation, and carrying others burdens....that
this second defi nition is what we ought to strive toward.
Submit does not mean to be under another person's authority, but rather it
ought to mean cooperation, as equals, as brothers and sisters in Christ. We are
all His children (and do you like your children bossing one another around?--I
don't think God likes it either!)
Submit is a big buzzword in some Christian circles. I've sometimes heard it said
that we need to be “submitted”...which means that we need to go to church
every week and not miss....or that if we are going to serve God in any way it
needs to be under the supervision of the pastor. In my experience this is
legalism, using the Bible (literally just a single word from scripture!) to reenforce
human rulership and tradition.
It actually discourages many many people from serving God!

So now lets put together the entire phrase and in fact continue to read the rest
of the verse....
"Obey (listen to) them that have the rule over you (someone who is serving
you), and submit (cooperate) yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they
that must give account (the Word of God), that they may do it with joy, and not
with grief: for that is unprofi table for you."
Now that's a completely different message!

"Listen to someone who is serving you and cooperate with
them..."

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch
for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofi table for you.” (Hebrews 13:17)

And notice that the word “account" is the Greek for the Word of God. So when
we read the entire verse we see that the Bible is talking about someone,
another Christian, who is ministering (serving) to you the Word of God. And
that we ought to listen to them and cooperate with what they say.
Certainly very good Godly advice! Of course we ought to listen to another
believer and cooperate with them when they are teaching the Word. This is
simple courtesy and Christian love and understanding.
This is NOT about obeying a human authority,
It is NOT about submitting, giving away one's rights to someone who has
some kind of rulership or authority from God!

A little addendum...
Why are these words in the Bible in the fi rst place?
Well the origin of these phrases come from the King James Bible. Now I will tell
you that in my experience the KJV is one of the most accurate translations of the
Bible. However, in that day and age the translators were working for a king, and
the people in that day and age very strongly believed in human authority from
God.
King James was a king who had authority over his subjects who had to submit to
and obey him. So of course the translators were only translating from their
experience and perhaps the political infl uence of what was around them at the
time.
I will say in their defense, that words can change in meaning over time. 500 years
ago the word obey did in fact mean to listen to someone in common usage. And
the same could be said of the word submit--it had a much stronger connotation of
cooperation in those days. Since the time of the KJV translation Christians
authority has been in steady practice each and every Sunday, and has had lots of
time to take these simple words and turn them until they fi t into the accepted
traditional practice of Christianity.
I believe we hurt God when we exercise authority one over another.
I believe we miss all that God has for us when we follow these wrong traditions.
And remember why we should not exercise authority one over another..a simple
answer!....so that God will have all authority!

