THE CHRISTIAN'S QUIZ
This quiz is a challenge for every Christian believer. It is not about whether you
are a believer, rather it is about the subject of Christian practice. What do we
do with our precious time, effort and resources as believers?
There are 9 questions below. Please look at them and take some time to think
about your answers for each. Perhaps you might want to write down your
answers. When you are done take a look at the answers that we present below.
Look at the Bible references for our answers and compare them to your
answers. We pray these questions will challenge you toward change, not just
personal change but perhaps collective change as well.

1 What did Israel have to do in order to have their sin forgiven?
2 Did you know that Jesus said we should not exercise authority one over
another among ourselves?
3 What did Jesus do in His earthly ministry?
4 How did you get saved?
5. How did the Christians in the Bible meet?
6 What is the kingdom of God?
7. Who has ministry gifts according to the Bible?
8. Who invented the church service?
9. Did you know that witnessing the Gospel never fails?

Question #1 What did Israel have to do in order to have their sin forgiven?
answer:
In order to have their sin forgiven, in the old testament times, Israel had to:
a. Build and maintain a large building called the house of God/sanctuary

b. Have ongoing, repetitive meetings (since the offering of crops and herd animals
was imperfect)
c. Enter by gates of praise and worship.

d. Build an altar in this buildings on which the..
e. …..Delegated, designated, anointed, appointed, authority, did ministry-the Levitical priest/pastors. The priests had authority over the...

f. ……Congregation--the large group of Israel who had no ministry to perform for
God but did have the job of bringing in…
g. ...Tithes and offerings, which were largely crops and herd animals

All of these practices were done so that Israel would make atonement for sin.1

This is the "stuff" that Israel had to do in order to have their sin forgiven, the
sacrificial laws in the old covenant. Also, each of these practices is redefined in the
new testament…the house of God/temple is now the Christian believer …….the
altar is the cross……the priesthood is in all believers…….the new testament offering
is praise to God and the new testament tithe is Gospel witnessing (Hebrews 7:8).
The new testament clearly does away with the sacrificial laws of the old covenant
because the blood of Jesus Christ is a greater offering that brings eternal salvation,
not by works of the law, but by faith!

SOME CHANGES BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT

WITNESSING THE GOSPEL

Question #2. Did you know that Jesus said we should not exercise authority one
over another among ourselves?
answer:
“But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great
ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you
will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.” (Mark 10: 42-44)
“And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them;
and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall
not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he
that is chief, as he that doth serve.” (Luke 22: 25-26)2
Why did Jesus say that we shouldn't exercise authority one over another among
ourselves?

answer: So that God has all authority!
The risen Christ is the Head of the church--the Head of all things in the church
the "only potentate" the only one who is meant to have authority.3

Jesus in His earthly (Biblically recorded) ministry said He did nothing of Himself
but followed the will of the Father in Heaven.4 The Christians in the Bible said that
the risen Christ (seated at the right hand of the Father--the position of authority5)
was the Head.

We are meant to be equals when we are together, no one of us is meant to have
authority over others, so that Christ will be the Head.

Question #3. What did Jesus do in His earthly ministry?
answer:
“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God
was with him.” (Acts 10:38)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”
(Luke 4:18-19)

When the Holy Spirit came on Jesus He said He was anointed to ..
a. bring the Gospel--the good news of salvation by repentance and faith in the
name of Jesus Christ.
b. heal (all manner of sickness and disease)
c. deliver (cast out the devil)
d. He directed His ministry toward--the poor, brokenhearted, captives, the blind
and the bruised--Jesus directed by the authority and will of the Father sought out
the needs that people had. His ministry was to help the needy.
e. He "set at liberty" Jesus released others to do as He did. He sent (the Greek
word is "apostello") all His followers to carry on His mission..

“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word;” (John 17: 18-20)

Question #4. How did you get saved?
answer:
You got saved because somebody told you about Jesus! God sent Christians to
tell you that God loved you, and that you were a sinner and that He had died on
the cross to forgive your sin. He gave you the free gift of eternal life and you
accepted that gift by faith.

But how did you get to that point? Think about the months and years before you
accepted Christ. More than likely you heard the message of the Gospel from many
different Christians. People who gave you the information you needed to hear
about God, who prayed for you and showed you His love. Perhaps someone who
posted the message of the Gospel somewhere for you to read. A small group of
people that God sent to you.

Question #5. How did the Christians in the Bible meet?
answer:
They met frequently, usually in small groups. In their meetings everyone could
pray, speak, or teach.6 All the gifts of the Holy Spirit could be utilized,7 but the
highest purpose of the meeting was to spread the Gospel. This meant they met
in different ways in different places at different times and did different things,
because they were seeking the will of God and trying to follow His kingdom (His
authority), which is based on the needs that He sees. They had Gospel
witnessing meetings directed by God.

The people in the Bible were simply imitation what they had seen Jesus do.
The Gospel was the central purpose, meeting together was one of the ways
they were accomplishing this goal.

Question #6. What is the kingdom of God?
answer:
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you."
The kingdom of God/Heaven is what we are told to seek first. This term speaks of the
right of a ruler to have authority. The "rulership or authority of God". We are also
told to seek His righteousness which means His righteous acts of ministry. The first
priority among believers ought to be to first seek the will of God, to seek His
authority, His instructions, and understand that this will most often play out into
Gospel related ministry (His righteousness).

The parables of the kingdom tell us many things about Gods will. It is not
easy to get into His will (Matthew 19:24), we will move in and out of it at
any point in time (Matthew 16:13-23) (in other words we will make
mistakes--the opposite of following God's will is a ritual). His kingdom in
the earth is temporal, it is like a seed that is planted, grows, produces fruit
(reproduces itself) and dies (Matthew 13:31-32). Every ministry in the Bible
had a beginning, middle and end.

“..seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness...”

Question#7. Who has ministry gifts according to the Bible?
answer:
The gifts of ministry are "given unto every one of us" Ministry gifts are given by God
to His Body in order to edify (build up or add to) the Body. (Ephesians 4:1-12) They
are the anointing (the gift of Christ) which any believer ought to have the freedom to
function in at any given time, as God ordains. The most important ministry gift is that
of apostle (1Corinthians 12:28)--small groups which are sent by God to spread the
Gospel (remember--that's how you got saved!)

The prophetic gift, in the new testament, was nearly always used to find God's
instructions on how where when and who ought to carry the Gospel. Evangelism
(someone witnessing the Gospel alone) in the Bible, was a rarity--we are stronger
working together. Teaching and pastoring are gifts within the church for us to guide
and instruct one another (with God's guidance!). Most often Biblically demonstrated
as personal ministries, rarely toward an entire group.

Question#8. Who invented the church service?
answer:
The Roman empire invented the church service. Look back at answer #2…"The kings
of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon
them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so:" (Luke 22:25)
Jesus warned of the political system of the Gentile kings who ruled Israel (the
Romans). In history, about 300 years after Jesus issued this warning, a group of
Christians sat down in council with Roman emperors (Constantine-Theodoscious)
and drastically reformed Christian practice. Apostleship was eliminated, meetings
were based on the Jewish synagogue system. Over time a corrupt form of the Old
Testament sacrificial laws became the center of Christian (catholic) practice. Ongoing
meetings, building altars, ministerial authority, and a congregation whose obligation
it was to bring in tithes/offerings. The pagan basilica was the adopted meeting place
and the Roman concepts of exercising authority one over another was emphasized by
creating a pulpit, a place of speaking from which the only acceptable answer was
"amen"

In His earthly ministry Jesus never forced anyone to say amen to Him (even
though He had the perfect right to do so!). His own followers disagreed with Him
at times, He clearly discussed things with them face to face, not from a pulpit. And
He stopped all His activities in order to bless little children. If this was His way of
ministering in the earth, what right does any believer have to step into a position
from which the only answer allowed from other believers, is "amen"?

Question#9. Did you know that witnessing the Gospel never fails?
answer:
The parable of the sower (Mark 3:3-14) is a representation of someone spreading the
Gospel (v14 "the sower sows the Word").
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth for ever.” (1Peter 1:23)
Paul described the spreading of the Gospel in this way...
“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” (1Corinthians 3:6)
Witnessing the Gospel is like sowing seed. Not every seed falls on good ground, and it
always takes time for the harvest (salvation) to come. I believe strongly that every
true Christian has witnessed the Gospel to others, sometimes just by showing God's
love to others or lending a helping hand at the right moment. Perhaps we were not
even aware that we were doing so. These were moments in time when we walked in
God's kingdom, did His will in the earth, and the Bible says there is reward in Heaven
for these actions!
The Gospel is the highest form of God's unconditional (agape) love…
Greater love (agape) hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. (John 15:13)
For God so loved (agape) the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John
3:16)

When a believer witnesses the Gospel to someone it produces one of 2
results….
a. the person accepts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (it may be years in the
future). In this case the seed of the Word of God has fallen on good soil and
produced a harvest (almost aways after some time has passed--there is usually
a certain amount of time between sowing and reaping!)
b. the person never accepts Christ. The seed of the Word fell on bad soil,
however the witnessing of the Gospel never fails for the purposes of God! The
Lord will sit in judgment of all people (Revelation 20:11-12) and they will be
without excuse before Him since they had the chance to accept His free gift of
salvation and eternal life.
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