a quick tour of the church

Okay there it is--the church!
Yes its a building, a really nice one. We've spent lots of time and work
and effort and money into that building. It's a big priority for us--to
build and maintain that building. Takes up a lot of our time effort and
resources...
And oh yes we meet---once a week--forever---forever and ever. (there's
a meeting on Wednesday night but nobody hardly shows up). Yes we
meet once a week every single week over and over and over again.

What do we do when we meet? Why everyone KNOWS what Christians
do when they meet---we sing some songs of praise to God and the
pastor feeds us the Word. We have worship and teaching--all the time
every time—right?!
Yes, there's the altar--and that's the pastor--well you may call him (or
her--if you are extremely open minded!) a priest or bishop or elder or
apostles or something else from the Bible...but it' all basically the same
thing.
When this person talks, whatever they say is right all the time. Well it
must be, since the only thing that you can say to them is amen. there
are no questions or disagreements--amen amen amen all the time-right?!

It's obvious that the pastor
has authority over the
congregation-- yes there they
are. The congregation--they
are the not-ministers-- they
do not have any ministry to
do and actually they are not
allowed to talk when church is
in session....but they do have
a job--bring in the tithes and
offerings--the money that
keeps the whole deal
going....right?

Well is it right??

Well is it right??

It sounds like it comes from
the Bible--it's the church-the "house of God--the
sanctuary--it's the
assembly... and he is the
delegated, designated,
anointed, appointed,
ordained authority--the
minister of God....who has
the rule, that you need to
submit to.....see it's what
the Bible tells us to do-right?!

Yes it is actually in the Bible--BUT did you know that these practices
are NOT in the new testament, they are not at all what the new
testament church was doing....
NO, these are the practices of Israel in the old testament!

Do you know that what we just described is Biblically based on the
old covenant sacrificial laws?
Do you know what I mean by that?

Okay--here is the question: what did Israel have to do in
order to have their sin forgiven in the old covenant-before Jesus came and made the offering for the sin of
all people on the cross of Calvary.
What did they have to do to make atonement for sin?

Listen--it will sounds familiar...
1. Build and maintain a large building called the house of God /
sanctuary--the temple in Jerusalem.
2. Hold repetitive meetings--forever....In the old testament Israel
had imperfect sacrifices--they were offering the blood of animals
and certain crops as payment for their sin. Sin has to have a
payment---blood must be shed for remission of sin. They had to
put blood on an altar (of course they had to build the altar
first). But their offerings were not able to completely forgive
sin, they needed to be done repeatedly over and over again,
week by week season by season. Not like the blood of Jesus
which forgives completely (right?!)

3. They had an altar on which there were ministers...the Levitical priests
of Israel. They were the delegated, designated, anointed, appointed,
ordained, authority in the old covenant. Ministry was a birthright only a
Levite could be the high priest, and carry on the actions need to have sin
forgiven. (of course in the New covenant we have a new High Priest-Jesus!)
4 The Levites had authority over the congregation of Israel...these were
the majority of people the other 11 tribes who were not ministers did not
have a priesthood....but had the job of--yes you guessed it..
5 The congregation brought in the tithes/offerings. tithe was simply the
amount of certain offerings. And offerings were what was destroyed,
burned, killed--in order to have sin forgiven. Tithes/offerings were the
animals and crops that Israel needed in order to make payment to God for
their sin.
Sure sounds familiar!
Isn't this the basis for the traditional church service?
And don't we, to some degree, use this practice to define who we are in
God?
Are you a minister or are you a member of the congregation?
Is fulfilling these requirement more important than witnessing the Gospel?
Are we more interested in building a church building, or getting people
saved?

1. Build and
maintain a large
building

2. Hold repetitive
meetings

3. They had an
altar on which
there were
ministers

4 The Levites
had authority
over the
congregation

5 The
congregation
brought in the
tithes/offerings

And it's very clear that all of these sacrificial practices were NOT being
adhered to by the Christians in the new testament Bible.
They were doing something different.
What were they doing?
They were imitating Jesus.
They were following His instruction on how to enter into God's kingdom. In
other words they were meeting in order to spread the Gospel, and find out
their instruction completely from God. So the meetings looked different all
the time--there was not repetition, not ritual at all. They were praying and
receiving the empowerment of the Holy Spirit (just as Jesus did) and being
lead to pray for the sick, pray for people needing deliverance, helping the
homeless and the poor--just like Jesus did.
So they did different things in different places at different times with
different people doing the ministry.
Yipes--wow-- that sounds exciting doesn't it!? They were spreading the
Gospel by sowing the seed of the Word of God everywhere they could.
Knowing that witnessing never fails, because it is the Agape of God the
unconditional love--and love never fails....!

