A Trip In A time Machine

Lets go back in time, about 500 or 600 years....
And I am going to walk into the organized Christian church of this day
and age....the Medieval catholic church.

"Hi! I, a Christian. I believe that esus Christ is God. And I'm going to Heaven
when I die, because I have repented of my sin and confessed the name of
Jesus as Lord and Savior. I believe that salvation is attained by faith, not by
works. Eternal life it gained by faith in Jesus, in His cleansing blood. He paid
the full price for my sin with His death and resurrection. Therefore salvation
is a free gift, something I cannot attain by my own righteousness or works
but simply by faith in Jesus."

The folks at that time would say to me--"No You are wrong!"
Now they might throw me in prison or bring me before the inquisition and who
knows what else...!
But they would certainly disagree with the idea that salvation is a gift from God.
They would say to me...
"Oh no--salvation is attained by submitting to the rules of the church. You might
purchase your soul into purgatory by putting your money into the collection plate
each week. You must have consistent church attendance and adhere to the
teaching of the church. You must follow all the rules of the church and do good
works. In fact the truth is that the offi cial saints of the church are the only people
who we know for sure are in Heaven--they have been tested by the church and
have been recognized by the church authority."

So--you see in those days (and probably for about the preceding 1,000 or more
years!) the organized Christian church did not believe that salvation was a gift
from God. Rather salvation was...
1. earned by works
2. attained by paying money to the church organization and attending it's
teachings
3. and the determination of who was in Heaven was under the authority of the
church (human authority)
Sounds pretty awful doesn't it!

Well fortunately about 500 years or so ago some folks started reading the Bible
(you see the catholic church had basically controlled the Bible too--placing it in a
monastery and not letting anyone but offi cial church people handle it!). And people
started to see that the Bible said salvation was in fact a gift from God. The gift of
the Father, that He sent His so to die for the sin of the world. Salvation received by
anyone at any time, simply by faith. Therefore salvation was under God's authority.
You could receive it by faith directly from God--you did not have to go by the rules
and approval of human authority.
When we understand something as a gift from God it then comes under His
authority. It is something that anyone can have at any time. It is not under the
control of any person or group of people. It is not exclusive to only some people
but free for everyone to have at any time. The full price for this gift has been
already paid by God.
Like a gift it is simply there, waiting for anyone to receive it by faith.

But now let's return from our time trip. Let's go back to the present day. This time I
am going into an organized Christian church of today. And here is what I am going
to say...
"Hi! I am a minister, I have the gift of ministry, the gift of serving God as He ordains it
and gives me the anointing. I can be an evangelist or an apostle or prophet or
pastor or teacher...these are simply gifts from God that He can give me. It is actually
God within me, using me to serve Him and serve other people. He can work through
me as big as I have faith to allow Him! Ministry is a gift, the "gift of Christ" and I have
it, but so does every other believer!"

What do you think they will say to me?
My guess is this:
"No you are wrong. If you want to receive ministry you need to attend our church
service and pay for it. If you want to be in ministry, fi rst you must realize that very
very few people are in ministry or have this gift. If you wanted to be in ministry
you will have to go to school and be tested and proved by church authority. You
will have to work your way into ministry."

So lets' think about this...
According to most organized churches of today, ministry is:
1. earned by works
2. attained by paying money to the church organization and attending it's
teachings
3. and the determination of who is in ministry is under the authority of the
church (human authority)
Hey that list sounds familiar doesn't it! Yes that's right, it's the same list that
the Medieval catholic church had about salvation. In fact if I had asked the
catholic church the same question about ministry they would give exactly
the same answer as the church of today.
The fact is that our concept and practice of ministry has not been very much
reformed or changed at all from ancient catholic tradition!

According to most organized churches of today:
Ministry is NOT a gift, something (like salvation) which is received from God by
faith. Not at all.
Ministry is something that is received by paying money.
Ministry is something that is earned by works, by "working your way" into it
(going to school--being approved by existing church authority)
and therefore ministry is under human authority and control.
It is NOT a gift from God, ordained by God directly and therefore under His
control.
The organized church of today has not changed it's practice of ministry from the
Dark Ages.
The organized church of today says that ministry is under their control.
The Bible says that ministry is under Gods' control and therefore it is a gift from
Him.
Study history. Ask questions. Believe God for greater things!

